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Series: Sweet Summer Days (2 of 4)

Main Verses: John 9:1-11 (NLT)
Supporting Verses: Psalm 40:8; Matthew 7:5 (NLT); Psalm 16:11 (NLT)

Object Lesson: Clear bowl with cloudy liquid; solution to clear it up; kiddie pool; poncho;

Lesson:

Read John 9:1-11 (NLT)
 1 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth. 2 “Rabbi,” his disciples asked him, “why was this man born blind? Was it because of his own sins or his parents’ sins?” 3 “It was not because of his sins or his parents’ sins,” Jesus answered. “This happened so the power of God could be seen in him. 4 We must quickly carry out the tasks assigned us by the one who sent us. The night is coming, and then no one can work. 5 But while I am here in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 Then he spit on the ground, made mud with the saliva, and spread the mud over the blind man’s eyes. 7 He told him, “Go wash yourself in the pool of Siloam” (Siloam means “sent”). So the man went and washed and came back seeing! 8 His neighbors and others who knew him as a blind beggar asked each other, “Isn’t this the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some said he was, and others said, “No, he just looks like him!” But the beggar kept saying, “Yes, I am the same one!” 10 They asked, “Who healed you? What happened?” 11 He told them, “The man they call Jesus made mud and spread it over my eyes and told me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam and wash yourself.’ So I went and washed, and now I can see!”

Whenever I think of summer, I think of cool kids wearing cool sunglasses. Every summer the sun is out for months often times without clouds or rain. The only way for us to see clearly is with sunglasses.

Without sunglasses we have to squint, strain our eyes and struggle to see, but when we put our sunglasses on it’s much easier to see what’s in front of us and where things are.

The man who was blind was like a person with no sunglasses, except he literally couldn’t see. He couldn’t see where he was going. He couldn’t do many of the simple things that we do every day—things we take for granted—because he was blind. All of a sudden when he allows Jesus to enter his life, he is literally healed of blindness and can see where he is going.

Many of us are like this blind man. We have “stuff” in our way that keeps us from seeing where God wants us to go. However, just like we put on sunglasses to see better when the sun is bright, when we put on Jesus He helps us see better.

Think of it like this murky water. This water is not clear because there is garbage in it. There are things in this water that is keeping it from being clear. However, when you pour the right solution in, it becomes clear.

[Show the bowl full of murky water. As you are talking about the “stuff” in the bowl that keeps it from being pure and clear, slowly begin pouring the solution in to purify the water.]

God wants to show us where to go and how to live life so we can get the most out of it. Here are a couple things to remember:

1. First, focus on your relationship with God. Hypocrite! First get rid of the plank in your own eye; then you will see well enough to deal with the speck in your friend’s eye. Matthew 7:5 (NLT)

2. God will show us the way! You will show me the way of life, granting me the joy of your presence and the pleasures of living with you forever. Psalm 16:11 (NLT)

