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Kid Word: “I take joy in doing your will, my God, for your instructions are written on my heart.” – Psalm 40:8 (NLT)

Week 4 - Friends – KID ANSWER: I am a Friend of God

Hello everyone welcome back to our last installment of our series Sweet Summer days! For those of you that may not know my name is Pastor Jesse, over the past month we have discussed a lot of my favorite things about summertime! But this week we are talking about my favorite thing, friendship! Summer time is the BEST time to enjoy your friends!
Summertime with your friends is different because you don’t have all the crazy things in your schedule like you do during the school year. I remember some of my summers with friends there would be periods of three or four days when I wouldn’t leave my friend’s house! We would sleep over and hang out for a few days straight! We would stay up and play video games until my friend’s mom would wake up at 6-7am and she would take us to Denny’s! Let me tell you, there is nothing better when you’ve been up all night hanging out and playing games then the Denny’s grand slam! Was my favorite part about friendship the grand slam? No! It was the time spent together, the relationship I shared with my friend and the experiences we had!

There is a story in the bible about Saul and David, you all may know the story of David Slaying goliath, well this is a little after that. King Saul wanted to keep David around because he was a famous soldier in Israel now… David had become so famous that people started singing songs about the things he had done! Now because David hung out in Saul’s kingdom so much David and Saul’s son, Jonathan, became great friends!  Their friendship was VERY strong and had to withstand many tests…
How many of you have friendships that have to endure tests? Fights? Arguments? 
	… now the king of Israel was Saul, who do you think is going to become king when he is gone? His son Jonathan right? Well it soon became evident that God chose David to become the next king, how do you think this made Jonathan feel? Well the bible says that it didn’t matter to Jonathan! That he would rather lose the title of “king” then his closest friend! NOW THAT’S REAL FRIENDSHIP… 

what was one of the secrets of this friendship? [   “1 Samuel 18:3 And Jonathan made a solemn pact with David, because he loved him as he loved himself.”   ]

I have a lot of kids and students telling me that they don’t have friends and just wish someone would be there friend, they ask me how to get friends. Our answer is found in scripture in Jonathan and David’s friendship. They loved each other as they loved themselves.

[   To get a friend I must be a friend   ]

Let me give you a formula for a great friendship…
Illustration – 3 containers, one with nasty liquid bad relationship, one with delicious soda friendship, one with mixture bad relationship
Both people putting in good makes a friendship
Both people putting in bad make a bad relationship
I have here a container that represents a relationship between two people, it could be good or bad, a friend or an enemy. Now if I want this to be a friend relationship what do you think I would put in here? [ good things ] And if I wanted this to be a bad relationship what would I put in here? [ bad things ]

One person putting in good and one bad is a bad relationship
[   It takes two friends to make a friendship   ]

If you want friends you have to be friends to the people around you! The bible says in Luke 6:31 to do to others as you would have them do to you… simply treat people how you want to be treated. If you want some new friends, when you get back to school, find the kids that seem to be alone or lonely and be there friend, hang out with them, they will return the favor.

There is another friendship that many kids ask me about, they ask [   “how do I become friends with God?”   ] that’s a great question to ask and in fact it’s the most important question you could ever ask!
 As always we can find our answer in the bible… [   Romans 5:10 For since our friendship with God was restored by the death of his Son while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be saved through the life of his Son. 11 So now we can rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with God because our Lord Jesus Christ has made us friends of God.    ]
 … and  Jesus himself says [   John 15:11 There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command… 17 This is my command: Love each other.   ]
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