KINDNESS SHOWS CHARACTER
Week 5 of 9 of Kid Nation’s Series Juicy

	SCRIPTURES: All NLT…Galatians 5:22-23; Luke 10:30-37; 2 Corinthians 6:6; 2 Timothy 2:24; Proverbs 11:17

	

	PROPS: tee-ball; bucket of whiffle balls; 3 large bases & home plate

	

	SETUP: tee-ball and whiffle balls setup on lower center teaching stage; 3 slides go up—be watching after the Luke 10 is read; 3 large bases go up—1 in each aisle and home plate—on center stage before PJ preaches.



[bookmark: _GoBack]Our Kid Word stated that the Holy Spirit produces fruit in our lives. One of the fruits it produces is kindness…

	22But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these things! –Galatians 5:22-23 (NLT)



Here’s one of my favorite stories in the Bible. It’s the story about a Good Samaritan…

	30Jesus replied with a story: “A Jewish man was traveling on a trip from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he was attacked by bandits. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him up, and left him half dead beside the road. 31“By chance a priest came along. But when he saw the man lying there, he crossed to the other side of the road and passed him by. 32A Temple assistant walked over and looked at him lying there, but he also passed by on the other side. 33“Then a despised Samaritan came along, and when he saw the man, he felt compassion for him. 34Going over to him, the Samaritan soothed his wounds with olive oil and wine and bandaged them. Then he put the man on his own donkey and took him to an inn, where he took care of him. 35The next day he handed the innkeeper two silver coins, telling him, ‘Take care of this man. If his bill runs higher than this, I’ll pay you the next time I’m here.’ 36“Now which of these three would you say was a neighbor to the man who was attacked by bandits?” Jesus asked. 37The man replied, “The one who showed him mercy.” Then Jesus said, “Yes, now go and do the same.” –Luke 10:30-37 (NLT)



When you read this story, who do you think was showing kindness? Do you think it was…

A) the priest

	Picture of priest on screen



B) the Temple assistant

	Picture of Temple assistant on screen



C) the Samaritan

	Picture of Samaritan on screen



If you said, “C” you were absolutely correct. It was the Samaritan. He showed kindness by stopping and helping the man who was beaten. Not only did he help with his wounds, but he also let him ride his donkey and he paid for his stay in a hotel until he was healed.

The amazing thing about this story is that the priest and the Temple assistant were both on the Jewish man’s team. They were from the same country and believed the same things. The Samaritan man was not on the same team. Jewish people and Samaritan people didn’t like each other, yet it was the Samaritan man who showed kindness to someone—who wasn’t even on his team.

Talking about teams reminds me of baseball. Who likes sports? Imagine for a moment that you are on a baseball team. Imagine that you just hit a homerun…

	Play homerun sound effect



…but on your way running to first base you get injured, fall to the ground and get all scraped up and now you can’t move. After seeing you lay there, the pitcher—your teammate—just looks at you and walks away. Then, an outfielder comes to see you, steps over you and walks back to the dugout. Finally, after waiting through all the pain someone else comes up to you, but this person looks a little different. This person is wearing someone else’s jersey. Someone from the other team decided to stop what they were doing and make sure you were okay and help mend your wounds. Not only did they stop to make sure you were okay, but he/she picks you up and actually walks you across second base, then across third base and finally across home plate.

Kindness shows who you really are on the inside. Many times we say we are kind, but do you really show kindness? Do you do things with or for people even though you really don’t have time or want to? Are you kind towards your friends, your sister or brother and your parents? Kindness is another way people see Jesus living inside of us.

1. The Holy Spirit helps us to be kind.

	Place “The Holy Spirit helps us to be kind” slide on screen. Place back on screen after verse.



	We prove ourselves by our purity, our understanding, our patience, our kindness, by the Holy Spirit within us, and by our sincere love. –2 Corinthians 6:6 (NLT)



2.  We must show kindness to everyone. 

	Place “We must show kindness to everyone” slide on screen. Place back on screen after verse.



	A servant of the Lord must not quarrel but must be kind to everyone, be able to teach, and be patient with difficult people. –2 Timothy 2:24 (NLT)



2. Jesus rewards kindness.

	Place “Jesus rewards kindness” slide on screen. Place back on screen after verse.



	Your kindness will reward you, but your cruelty will destroy you. –Proverbs 11:17 (NLT)






	During altar call remove bases from aisle and move home plate into pit out of view.



ALTAR CALL

Cue music until band enters stage. PJ will leave stage while praying and band (Brooke) will take over…
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