GOODNESS IS BEING OBEDIENT TO GOD
Week 6 of 9 of Kid Nation’s Series Juicy

	SCRIPTURES: All NLT…Galatians 5:22-23; parts of Judges 13-16; Ephesians 2:10; 2 1 Peter 2:9

	

	PROPS: football and kicking stand; Twinkies and oranges; 1 large “Good” sign; 1 large “Bad” sign; Bible story reenactment parts—Samson costume, lion roar sound effect, donkey jawbone, 2 pillars (holding “walls” and “roof” up)

	

	SETUP: Samson story setup according to meeting; table/Twinkies on left teaching stage and place “bad” sign behind table with wording facing toward stage; table/oranges on right teaching stage and place “good” sign behind table with wording facing toward stage; football kicking stand and footballs center upper (very front) stage



Our Kid Word stated that the Holy Spirit produces fruit in our lives. One of the fruits it produces is goodness…

	22But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these things! –Galatians 5:22-23 (NLT)



This is one of the coolest stories ever in the Bible. It’s a story about how one of the strongest and greatest men in the Bible did amazing things for God, but because he was disobedient He was never able to do ALL that God wanted him to do…

	As PJ reads the story have reenactment going on behind him.



	13:5You will become pregnant and give birth to a son, and his hair must never be cut. For he will be dedicated to God as a Nazirite from birth. He will begin to rescue Israel from the Philistines…13:24When her son was born, she named him Samson. And the Lord blessed him as he grew up. 13:25And the Spirit of the Lord began to stir him while he lived in Mahaneh-dan, which is located between the towns of Zorah and Eshtaol…14:5As Samson and his parents were going down to Timnah, a young lion suddenly attacked Samson near the vineyards of Timnah. 14:6At that moment the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon him, and he ripped the lion’s jaws apart with his bare hands. He did it as easily as if it were a young goat. But he didn’t tell his father or mother about it…15:14As Samson arrived at Lehi, the Philistines came shouting in triumph. But the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon Samson, and he snapped the ropes on his arms as if they were burnt strands of flax, and they fell from his wrists. 15:15Then he found the jawbone of a recently killed donkey. He picked it up and killed 1,000 Philistines with it. 15:16Then Samson said, “With the jawbone of a donkey, I’ve piled them in heaps! With the jawbone of a donkey, I’ve killed a thousand men!” 15:17When he finished his boasting, he threw away the jawbone; and the place was named Jawbone Hill. 15:18Samson was now very thirsty, and he cried out to the Lord, “You have accomplished this great victory by the strength of your servant. Must I now die of thirst and fall into the hands of these pagans?” 15:19So God caused water to gush out of a hollow in the ground at Lehi, and Samson was revived as he drank. Then he named that place “The Spring of the One Who Cried Out,” and it is still in Lehi to this day.
 15:20Samson judged Israel for twenty years during the period when the Philistines dominated the land…16:15Then Delilah pouted, “How can you tell me, ‘I love you,’ when you don’t share your secrets with me? You’ve made fun of me three times now, and you still haven’t told me what makes you so strong!” 16:16She tormented him with her nagging day after day until he was sick to death of it. 16:17Finally, Samson shared his secret with her. “My hair has never been cut,” he confessed, “for I was dedicated to God as a Nazirite from birth. If my head were shaved, my strength would leave me, and I would become as weak as anyone else.”…16:21So the Philistines captured him and gouged out his eyes. They took him to Gaza, where he was bound with bronze chains and forced to grind grain in the prison. 16:22 But before long, his hair began to grow back. 16:23 The Philistine rulers held a great festival, offering sacrifices and praising their god, Dagon. They said, “Our god has given us victory over our enemy Samson!” 16:24 When the people saw him, they praised their god, saying, “Our god has delivered our enemy to us! The one who killed so many of us is now in our power!” 16:25 Half drunk by now, the people demanded, “Bring out Samson so he can amuse us!” So he was brought from the prison to amuse them, and they had him stand between the pillars supporting the roof. 16:26 Samson said to the young servant who was leading him by the hand, “Place my hands against the pillars that hold up the temple. I want to rest against them.” 16:27Now the temple was completely filled with people. All the Philistine rulers were there, and there were about 3,000 men and women on the roof who were watching as Samson amused them. 16:28 Then Samson prayed to the Lord, “Sovereign Lord, remember me again. O God, please strengthen me just one more time. With one blow let me pay back the Philistines for the loss of my two eyes.” 16:29 Then Samson put his hands on the two center pillars that held up the temple. Pushing against them with both hands, 16:30 he prayed, “Let me die with the Philistines.” And the temple crashed down on the Philistine rulers and all the people. So he killed more people when he died than he had during his entire lifetime. –Judges 13-16 (NLT)



Samson was a great man. He was perhaps one of the strongest men in the world. As great as he was, what was the one thing he didn’t do toward the end? Did he didn’t obey God. He gave into pressure from those close to Him and disobeyed God. God had a great plan for Samson. The plan God had for Samson was so much bigger and better than it could have been, but because of Samson’s disobedience to God, he wasn’t able to do everything that God had planned.

Being full of goodness is doing our very best to live how God wants us to live. Samson wasn’t perfect, but he was still living like God wanted him to live. He got into trouble when he stopped living a life of goodness—living for God.

It’s kind of like these two tables. On one table I have a tower of Twinkies. On the other table I have a tower of oranges. How many like Twinkies? How many of you like oranges? Twinkies taste really good, however they’re not healthy and eventually if we eat too much we’ll get sick. Twinkies represents the opposite of goodness, disobeying God, not living as God wants us to live. It might be fun now, but eventually you’ll get a tummy ache. Oranges on the other hand are also really good. Not only are they good, but they’re healthy for you. Eating oranges will make us stronger. Oranges represent goodness, obedience to God and living as God wants us to live.

Samson was eating oranges for a long time. He was obeying God and was strong inside. However, he eventually began to eat Twinkies, which drained his power and caused him to disobey God.


1. God created us to do good.

	Place “God created us to do good” slide on screen. Place back on screen after verse.



	For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. –Ephesians 2:10 (NLT)



2. We need to show God’s goodness through our lives.

	Place “We need to show God’s goodness through our lives” slide on screen. Place back on screen after verse.



	But you are not like that, for you are a chosen people. You are royal priests, a holy nation, God’s very own possession. As a result, you can show others the goodness of God, for he called you out of the darkness into his wonderful light. –1 Peter 2:9 (NLT)
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ALTAR CALL

Cue music until band enters stage. PJ will leave stage while praying and band (Brooke) will take over…
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