GENTLENESS IS COMFORTING
Week 8 of 9 of Kid Nation’s Series Juicy

	SCRIPTURES: Galatians 5:22-23 (NLT); Luke 19:1-10 (NLT); John 14:26 (ASV); Matthew 7:12 (NLT)

	

	PROPS: Snuggie, blanket, sandpaper, balloons

	

	SETUP: PJ will wear the Snuggie while speaking; place a round table on one side of stage with sandpaper and a large sign reading “Uncaring”; place a round table on opposite side of stage with soft blanket and a large sign reading “Comforting”



Our Kid Word stated that the Holy Spirit produces fruit in our lives. One of the fruits it produces is gentleness…

	22But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these things! –Galatians 5:22-23 (NLT)




	1 Jesus entered Jericho and made his way through the town. 2 There was a man there named Zacchaeus. He was the chief tax collector in the region, and he had become very rich. 3 He tried to get a look at Jesus, but he was too short to see over the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree beside the road, for Jesus was going to pass that way.
 5 When Jesus came by, he looked up at Zacchaeus and called him by name. “Zacchaeus!” he said. “Quick, come down! I must be a guest in your home today.”
 6 Zacchaeus quickly climbed down and took Jesus to his house in great excitement and joy. 7 But the people were displeased. “He has gone to be the guest of a notorious sinner,” they grumbled.
 8 Meanwhile, Zacchaeus stood before the Lord and said, “I will give half my wealth to the poor, Lord, and if I have cheated people on their taxes, I will give them back four times as much!”
 9 Jesus responded, “Salvation has come to this home today, for this man has shown himself to be a true son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and save those who are lost.” –Luke 19:1-10 (NLT)



Comfort simple means to help, encourage, support and reassure…

Zacchaeus was someone who needed to be comforted.  He was a disliked tax-collector, he was much shorter than other people and he felt lost…

Jesus was a great comforter to Zacchaeus when Zacchaeus needed it most. When he was feeling at his lowest point, Jesus encouraged him so much so that Zacchaeus wanted to make right to all those he had stolen from and give half of everything he had to the poor.

	Show the sandpaper with the sign “uncaring” and the blanket with the sign “comforting”



Jesus could have been like this sandpaper, which represents uncaring and uncomforting people. Jesus could have let Zacchaeus ‘have it’ and told him how bad and mean he was to everyone around him. If Jesus would’ve done that then all of Zacchaeus’ hopes could have been popped in just one moment. Instead, Jesus chose to be a comforter. He loved Zacchaeus and showed grace to him. I’m sure Jesus told him what he was doing wrong, but He did it in love and comfort.

Even though Jesus isn’t on earth today, He has still given us a helper and comforter to help us care and show gentleness to those around us. Can you guess who or what it is? That’s right—the Holy Spirit! The Holy Spirit is our comforter. In fact the Bible says,

	But the Comforter, even the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said unto you.
–John 14:26 (ASV) 



How can we show comfort or gentleness to others?

1. Don’t be negative—be positive!  Place slide up…

	The tongue can bring death or life… –Proverbs 18:21 (NLT)



2. Show love to others even when it’s hard.  Place slide up…

	But I say, love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute you! –Matthew 5:44 (NLT)



3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Think about how you would like to be treated.  Place slide up…

	Do unto others whatever you would like them to do… –Matthew 7:12 (NLT)




ALTAR CALL

Cue music until band enters stage. PJ will leave stage while praying and band (Brooke) will take over…
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