Juicy: Love (week 1)

Scene 1: Kid vs. Friend

Which of the two scenes do you think showed love? Scene one or scene two? That’s right, it was scene two. In the first scene, the friend with the cars wouldn’t share. His response to his friend who wanted to play with the cars was a mean response. In scene two, the friend with the car had a favorite car that his friend wanted to play, but instead of being mean towards his friend, he said, “…let’s both not play with this car, but let’s play with these other cars together.” He was showing love by his action. His action was that of sharing. Sharing is just one way we can show God’s love to others. God showed us love by sharing His Son Jesus with us and He continues to show His love by sending the Holy Spirit to help us so the right thing everyday, including sharing with our friends.

Scene 2: Brother and Sister

Which of these two scenes do you think showed love? That’s right! Once again it was scene two. Love is NOT selfish. The first scene showed a brother and a sister arguing over who wants to listen to an iPod. They were only thinking of themselves and not the other person. In the second scene, the brother and sister were able to show love to one another by working out when each one could listen to the iPod. Instead of being selfish and thinking only of me, me, me, they thought of each other’s feelings. God wants us to show love to others by thinking of others before ourselves. The Bible says in Romans 12:10 (NLT), “Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in honoring each other.” God wants us to show affection, which means to love, and find joy in putting other’s first. Love is an action by putting other people’s wants and needs ahead of our own wants and needs.

Scene 3: Parent vs. Kid

Again, which of these two scenes is love shown? And, once again, you are correct—it’s scene number two. The first scene shows a tired dad getting home from work and a son who wants to tattle on his sister. The dad asks his son to do the dishes and he has a bad attitude and does something else. The second scene was quite different in that instead of the son having a bad attitude, he gladly did the dishes. Sometimes we have parents who ask us to do thing that we don’t want to do, but the Bible asks us to show love to our parents by honoring or obeying them. The Bible says in Matthew 19:19 (NLT), “Honor your father and mother. Love your neighbor as yourself.” Honor can also mean to show love and obey. These were Jesus’ words when someone asked Him how to get to heaven. Even when we don’t feel like doing what our parent’s or someone in authority asks us to do, the Bible is clear that our actions should be to love by honoring and obeying.

Scene 4: Kid vs. Stranger

This last scene shows love in action. Love is not just a word you say. It’s something that you do—love is an action. Have you ever gone out of your way to help someone in need? If you have, that was you showing love for that person. I remember when I was running a little late for a church meeting. I was in my car rushing to church when I noticed a car broken down on the side of the road. I really didn’t want to stop and help because I didn’t want to be late for my meeting, but I felt love and compassion for the person on the side of the road. So, I pulled my car over to see if there was anything I could help with. Sure enough, it was a tire change. That was something I could do. So I spent some time changing the tire to help the person get back on the road. I wanted to show the love of God to someone in need.
Sometimes it’s not enough just to say you love someone. God wants us to show love. He showed His love to us by sending His Son, Jesus, to earth to die for us taking away all of our sin—all the bad things we’ve done. John 3:16 (NLT) states, “For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.”

Maybe there are some of you who have watched the scenes and heard me talk about how we should show love to others and you want prayer that God will help you show love to others…

[bookmark: _GoBack]Maybe you’re here today and you want to show your love back to God by following Him and making Him the boss of your life…If you’ve never made Jesus the boss of your life and you want to do that today, raise your hand super high so I can see it and we’re going to all pray together.
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